
 LINCOLN YPG CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE QUESTIONAIRE 
 

 
 

1. How do you plan to involve young professionals in the 
decision-making process in Lincoln? 
One of the things I want to change is to ensure that the 
City Council members are known in the community for 
other things than just sitting in the chambers every 
Monday. I have been out in the community before running 
for office and will continue to do this when in office. Due to 
my community ties, I have met many young, bright, 
aspiring future business owners and future leaders of our 
community. My challenge would be to encourage young 
adults to come to City Council meetings and to email the 
City Council with any issues or concerns that they have. 
Furthermore, I would investigate creating, maintaining, 
and growing internship or volunteer opportunities in  
government office through collaboration with schools and colleges in this community. 
 

2. How will you approach economic recovery in Lincoln in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic?  
One of my goals is to promote and aid small businesses. They need to resume operation. 
There needs to be a return to normalcy. The state of events right now is not sustainable. 
The new normal of “closure” or the amount of money that went into downtown for it to 
be a ghost town is unacceptable. I own a small business, an editing business. Even 
though I am fortunate that my business can be done at home, I know many businesses 
cannot function in that capacity. According to U.S. Small Business Administration (2019), 
“small businesses are the lifeblood of the U.S. economy: they create two-thirds of net 
new jobs and drive U.S. innovation and competitiveness. A new report shows that they 
account for 44 percent of U.S. economic activity. This is a significant contribution; 
however, this overall share has declined gradually.” My goal is to give people the 
opportunity to get into the middle class and stay there just as I was able to do coming to 
the US as a refugee with virtually nothing 26 years ago. It is possible; I am proof that the 
American Dream exists. 
 

3. Lincoln is facing a housing crisis. Access to entry level homes and apartments is practically 
nonexistent for recent graduates. What is your plan to address this?   
We need to work hard to remove as much red tape as possible. All the rules and 
compliance to codes cost money, which drives up the cost of housing. We need housing 
in all parts of town at various price points. I would continue to encourage positive 
incentives for first time homebuyers. I would also love to discuss this with the people of 
Lincoln. I want to hear their ideas and brainstorm. 
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4. Young professionals see equality as a top concern. If elected, how would you ensure 
equity and inclusivity in the city? 
We need promote unity, and as a result, need more community events that highlight a 
diverse culture that we have in this community. I want to open doors of communication 
between various community groups and ensure that people’s rights are respected without 
another group giving up its rights. I want to work maintain people’s Constitutionally granted 
freedoms. Young professionals need mentors who they can look up to and talk to. I want to 
create opportunities for people to connect. We need to dispel fear of the unknown. We 
need to work to make this happen all the while encouraging people to work towards self-
sufficiency. From a mental health standpoint, this leads to increased self-esteem, better 
self-concept, and better overall well-being. 
 

5. Discuss your approach to budgeting. What will you prioritize, and why? 
I run my own business, so I am constantly looking at my personal and business budgets. The 
goal of any budget is to ensure that expenditure do not exceed the revenue. My question 
right now is what are we doing with all the money that is supposed to be going to our 
roads? It seems that the money is being spent but not on roads. For city repair, 
maintenance, and upkeep…have we explored more cost-effective options? Have we 
thought about volunteer programs for some things (i.e., working with schools to promote 
various city upkeep opportunities)? Other things that need to be done is to provide people 
with an understandable, accessible, living budget document. The way the budget is being 
presented right now is confusing and difficult to understand. There needs to be a simplified 
version with links to more detail if people want it. I want to go through the budget line item 
by line item to see where money is going. I also want to understand why, at the end of the 
year, we have a positive X amount of money in the budget that is not being used and 
invested back in the city. Furthermore, what happens to that positive X amount of money? 
 

6. What neighborhood do you live in? Why? Where are your favorite places to spend time in 
Lincoln? 
I live in the southwest side of Lincoln, off 14th and Old Cheney, close to the railroad tracks. 
My favorite places in Lincoln include anywhere there is possibility for dancing as my 
husband and I are ballroom dancers. We also love to try new cuisine. So, we are constantly 
looking for new places to eat. We love going to movies. Prior to everything shutting down, 
we frequented a variety of movie theaters. 
 

7. If Lincoln's flag were to be redesigned, what traits and aspects of Lincoln would you like 
to see symbolized? 
We need to somehow incorporate diversity into the flag. We are a diverse community, and 
we need to highlight and emphasize that as it is our strength. 


