
 LINCOLN YPG CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE QUESTIONAIRE 
 

 
 

1. How do you plan to involve young professionals in the 
decision-making process in Lincoln? 
As a former chair of Lincoln’s Young Professionals Group, 
I understand the importance of involving young 
professionals in decision-making processes because of 
the unique insights and perspectives young people bring 
to our community. A large part of my own personal 
development that has led me to run for Lincoln City 
Council is due to the opportunities I received as a 
member of this organization. I will maintain an active 
connection to Lincoln’s Young Professionals Group, its 
Leadership Council and coordinator Kayla Meyer so there  
is an easy and direct connection for young professionals to City Council. I will also work 
with the Mayor’s and Governor’s office to appoint and confirm young professionals to 
the many different government boards that help run Lincoln and Nebraska. For Lincoln 
to thrive, I know our city must actively engage young professionals at every turn and am 
committed to continuing that work on City Council. 
 

2. How will you approach economic recovery in Lincoln in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic?  
The economic impact has not been the same across industries and we need to address 
those people and businesses with the most need first. As Lincoln is expecting up to $48m 
in pandemic stimulus from the federal government, we need to provide economic 
assistance to Lincoln’s hospitality industries first, specifically restaurants, bars and hotels 
so they have the resources to survive, get back to full operations and rehire all staff. 
However, and perhaps more importantly, we also need to actively support these 
industries once we are fully able to do so and encourage others to do so as well. Not just 
bars and restaurants, but also our movie theaters, live sports and concert venues and the 
travel industry. I believe a larger part of our economic recovery will be our willingness to 
go back out in the world and fully enjoy life as usual again.

 
3. Lincoln is facing a housing crisis. Access to entry level homes and apartments is practically 

nonexistent for recent graduates. What is your plan to address this?   
Housing affordability is a key component in keeping Lincoln attractive to recent 
graduates. I support a comprehensive review of zoning codes in order to lower housing 
costs across the board, for both renters and owners. We need to investigate minimum 
lot sizes, widths and setback requirements, higher density building heights for 
apartments in new growth areas, reduction or elimination of parking requirements and 
new density bonus proposals for alternative housing types. Young professionals can help 
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lead the charge in embracing housing types not commonly found in Lincoln today, such 
as live/work spaces, rowhouses and tiny homes. 

 
4. Young professionals see equality as a top concern. If elected, how would you ensure 

equity and inclusivity in the city? 
Equity and inclusivity are top concerns for me, too. I have worked for the last decade on 
equity issues with several non-profits and health organizations, including representing 
Lincoln’s Young Professionals Group and the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce on numerous 
occasions before the Legislature.  This work over the years has taught me that I must 
consistently view the world through the lens of equity and inclusivity, in all that I do, so I 
can achieve the best outcomes possible for all people. Ensuring equity and inclusivity is a 
perspective to be applied to all decision-making. 
 

5. Discuss your approach to budgeting. What will you prioritize, and why? 
Local governments need to first provide basic services well, such as police and fire service, 
quality roads, safe drinking water and a dependable sewer system.  It is my priority to 
ensure basic city services above all else. While these are not the most exciting things in the 
world, they’re important, comprise the majority of the budget and receive top priority in 
my approach to budgeting. Then I will turn to items where we positively improve our 
quality of life in important ways but which are perhaps less vital in challenging times, such 
as parks, libraries and pools.  We may be able to increase revenue for quality-of-life budget 
items next year with new casino gambling revenue. 
 

6. What neighborhood do you live in? Why? Where are your favorite places to spend time in 
Lincoln? 
I live in far south Lincoln, near Wilderness Park and Wilderness Ridge Golf Course. I like this 
area of town because of the open green spaces, nearby trails and opportunity to connect 
with nature and wildlife. My favorite place in Lincoln is the Haymarket on a summer night, 
when people are outside dining, and the area is full of buzz. I love having a beer and some 
food on one of the old loading docks, the random fun of running into friends as they stroll 
by and of course grabbing an ice cream before heading home. 
 

7. If Lincoln's flag were to be redesigned, what traits and aspects of Lincoln would you like 
to see symbolized? 
I am a big fan of the Nebraska motto “Equality Before the Law” so something in that same 
vein would be cool in my eyes. But, to be honest, you don’t want my help designing 
anything unless you want an ugly flag! 


